
REMEMBERING

Irma Mae McLean
August 18, 1935 - October 10, 2021

It is with great sadness we share with you the passing of Irma Mae "or may not"
McLean.  Irma moved to Cairnsmore Place in Duncan, BC in February of this year. 
She passed away peacefully, surrounded by love and care in her new home, on
Sunday, October 10, 2021.

Irma was born in Assiniboia Saskatchewan and raised there by her late parents, Bill
and Marion Lawrence (Hindle).  She attended Assiniboia High School and was
crowned Harvest Queen at the Elks' Harvest Carnival in 1953.  After graduating
from high school Irma went on to study and earn her Registered Nursing degree at
the Regina Grey Nuns' Hospital in 1957.  She then went off to Bermuda for a year
where she worked as a Nurse and enjoyed travelling the island on mopeds with her
nursing friends.

This was quite a change from the big city hospital of Regina and was a great
adventure. Irma recalled challenges such as working night shifts alone at the small
hospital, and being ferried out to the cruise ships with her nursing cap and cape
blowing in the wind to attend to sick passengers. "Here comes the nurse" she would
hear as she arrived with white knuckles and gritted teeth thinking, "What the heck
am I gonna do?"  There were also many fun times spent enjoying Island Life with
the fellow nurses, socializing at the Elbow Room Surf Club with the likes of Robert
Goulet, and "fraternizing" on boat rides with the local fishermen.  Irma's prairie



survival skills came in handy when during the cold of winter, with no central heating,
they resorted to burning some "extra" pieces of wooden furniture in the fireplace to
keep warm.

After her return home, she met and married Robert McLean.  They had 2
daughters, Joann and Lynn.  Although their marriage ended in Divorce, Irma always
credited Rob for her 2 beautiful daughters and moving them all to Vancouver Island.

Irma was a Pediatric Nurse at the Cowichan District Hospital for 26 years and
retired in 1995.  She is remembered by her coworkers as kind, loving, and funny. 
When out in the community, many past patients would often recognize Irma and tell
her she was their favorite nurse.

Irma was a hip single mom ahead of her time. She drove a Volkswagen camper van
and took her girls and friends on some great adventures. California, Disneyland, the
Oregon Coast, the BC Interior, Tofino and the Grand Canyon - where she was
awarded The Order of the Master Mule Skinners of the Grand Canyon Trails for
magnificent cooperation between rider and mule during the entire journey.

 

Irma enjoyed her many travels with family, friends and coworkers. Alaska cruise,
Phoenix Arizona, shopping trips to Seattle aboard the Princess Marguerite, Reno,
Whistler, Cabo San Lucas, San Diego and Catalina Island.

 

When not working or travelling Irma loved to shop and decorate her home at
Aquarius Gardens on Gibbins Rd in Duncan, BC.  A wonderful community of
neighbours, where she lived for 47 years and was fondly referred to as "the Queen
of Aquarius Gardens"!

 

Irma is survived by her 2 daughters, Joann (Colin) Champoux and Lynn Phillips,
and her beloved cat Chloe.

The family would like to thank all at Cairnsmore for the compassionate care Irma
received.  Irma made some dear new friends who helped her navigate this final
chapter of her life with grace, laughter and tears.

Thank you to all of Irma's friends and family who contacted her and came to visit
over the last few months.  Please know these visits and phone calls meant a lot to
her.

At this time there is no formal service planned.  Have a toast to Irma and to a life
well lived.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial donation can be made to Nourish Cowichan or
Cowichan Cat Rescue.

 

 

"THE CAP"

The cap means love



And service to mankind

To old and young,

Distressed and blind,

You must hold out

Your hand in loving care,

And keep the faith

Whene'er the cap you wear

God of Light,

Look down today, we pray,

And bless each nurse

As she goes on her way;

Help her to be willing,

Glad to do her part,

A lighted candle

Shining in her heart.

 


